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JOHN L ATWOOD President

April 19,2004

Mr. Joseph Solomey
Assistant Chief Counsel
Hazardous Material Safety Law
Research and Special Programs
400 Seventh Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Solomey;

I am writing you regarding 2 pieces of pending legislation in Rhode Island,
regarding the transportation of certain bulk chemicals in the state. I have enclosed
the 2 bills for your review. If at ~Il possible I would like to get the Division's opinion,
or advice, regarding this legislation, based on the following points, or any other
issues you feel are important: ~

1) Would you think this legislation could be an impediment to Interstate
Commerce?

2) I believe that the notification requirements in this legislation are would be
preempted. IR - 6:#IR-32. ?

3) I believe that the State of RI can impose stricter training requirements than the
HMR, but they can only apply to domiciled drivers in the State?

I would appreciate any guidance the Division could give me regarding this
legislation. As the State Trucking Association, we are certainly opposed to these
bills.

I would like to thank you in advance for your consideration, and advise regarding
this important issue in Rhode Island.

rcerely,/ Jot]E(~~~d
~e Island Trucking Association Inc.
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LCO1427/SUB A

lntrodlM:ed By: Representative Grepy J. ~

Date Introduced: February 12, 2004

Referred To: House Corporations

It is enacted by the 0eneraI AlICIDbly as follows:

SECrlON I. Chapter 31-10.3 of the General Laws entitled "Rhode Island Unifonn

Commercial Driver's License Act- is hereby amended by adding themo the following scctioo:

31-10.3-31.1. Tra8lDOrtadoB of certai8 balk c~emicaII. - (3) This sectioo shall aooly

to anv Derson. linn. coroomtion or other entitv which both transDOrt!! and delivers within the state

of RhOOe Island me foliowinR chemicals in DOrtablc tanks or tank trailers havina a rated caoacitv

ofthr= h~ one (301) RalloD!i or more: ()) caustic soda. 12) sodium hydroxide. (3) muriatic

acid- (4) hvdro2en DCroxidc. (5) aaua aJmnooia. (61 sodium hVDOChloride. (7\ anhvdrous

ammonia. (8) Dhosohoric acid. (9) sodium bisulfate. (10\ caustic ootash &lId (II) sulfuric acid.

Ib) All bulk deliveries of chemicals listed in subsection (a) Imd delivered within the state

of Rhode Island sbaU meet the tollowinsz reauirements:

1 I) the driver which transoorts the bulk chemicals shall have not less than two (2) Years

in or ss th in

transoortin2 said chemicals and has successfully coomleted and has bcen issued an OSHA

Hazardous Material fortY (40N hour Certificate).

(2) At least twentv-foor 124) hours ~ sl1a\1 be orovided to the fire lbJ8rtment in tIx:

c.itv or town in which said chcmical(s) are to be deliyelw.

(3 \ The driver shall carrY UDOn their Den;on written Droof theY have the nel:essa~

eXDericnce as reoui~ bv sub;'iection (bW I).

(4) An authorized DCtSOn at the facilitY to which the covered chemicals are delivered shall
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cxecute written continuation of his or her acceDtanCc of ttM:ir ~liverv.
.,\-

Iclll) Anv driver which violates the IK"Ovisions of this section shall be fined no more !ban

five thousand 00Ilars ($5.000).

of the vehicle

involved in the transDOI1 d chemicals which viol.tea die orovisions of this seChon shall be rifled

not less than one thousand doUars ($1.000) nor ~ than ten d1OUS81ld oollars 1$]0.00»).

13) Any ~ finn.. comoration or cntirv which suooIies chcmicaIs covered bv this

section and hires a tra11SDOrtation Derson. firm. or comoration or entitY which violates the

orovisions of this &«;tion shall be fined not leg than me thousaOO oollars I$l.()()()) nor more than
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10 ten thousand dollars (SlO.(XX»).

SEcrION 2. This act shall takc effect ~n passage.
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This act would establish safety requirements for companies that transport certain bulk

chemicals particularly concerning the minimum mandatory experience for dICiT driven.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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LC02629/SUB An

Introduced By:

Date Introduced: Fcbniary 11,2004

Rcfemd To: Senate Conunerce, Housing & Municipal Govanmcnt

It is enacted by the 0e0craI ABmIy as follows:

SECTION I. Chapter 31-10.3 of the General Laws entitled "Rhode .Iand Unif<Xm

Cornmereial Driver's License Act" is hereby amended by adding thereto the following section:

31-10.3-30.1. Trauoortadon of eert8iD b8lk c~~~ - 18) This section shall aoolv

to any DC~n. finn. COmoratlon or other elltitv which both transoorts and delivers within the state

or Rhode Island die following. chemicals in DOt'table tanks or tank traileB having. a rated CaDacitv

ofthrcc h allons or morc: 3 muriatic

acid. 14) hvdroRCn Deroxide. (5\ BOW ammonia. (6) sodium hVDOChloride. (7) anhYdrous

ammonia. (8) DhosohOOc -=id. (9) sodium bisulfate. 110\ caustic ootash and (II) sulfuric jM;id

Ib) All bulk deliveries of chemicals listed in subsection (a) aOO delivered within the state

of Rhode Island shall meet the foUowinlZ reauiranents:

II) the driver which tranSOOrts the bulk chemicals shall have not less than two (2\ vean;

e

transoortina said cbemjcals and has succcssfuliv comnleted and has been issued an OSHA

Hazardous Material fortY (40N hour Certificate).

12) At !cast twentv-four 124) hours notice shall be nrovided to the fire dcnartment in thc

citv or town in which said chemical/II) are to be delivered.

(3\ The driver shall carrY uoon their Der5on written nroof theY have the na:essarv

exnerience as ~irm bv subsectioo lb \II ).

to which the covered ch . cals arc delivercd shall
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execute written contiMation of his or her acccDtancc of their delivery,

'ver which violates ~ visions of this !iCCtion shall be

five thowiand dollars (55.000).

12) Anv oermn. tiM. corooration or entitY which is the owner or lessee d the vehi<:le

involved in the ttanSDOl't of chemicals which violates the Drovisions of this section shall be fined

not bs than one thousand ooll~ (SJ .(XX») nor more than ten thousand dollars ISIO.(XX)I.

13) Anv Derson. firm. coroordtion or entitY which swolies chemicals covered by this

section n which violat~ thl:

orovisions of this s«tion shall be fined not less than one thOusaJ1d dollars ISI.(XX)I nor more than

ten thousand dollars ISIO.(XX»),

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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This act would establish safety requirements for companies that transport certain bulk

chemicals particularly concerning the minimum mandatory experience for their drivers.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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